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Students remain students, even in the summer
JUNE 03, 2014 5:00 PM  •  BY AERIN CURTIS WYOMING
TRIBUNE-EAGLE

As students leave the classroom for summer
break, some educators are concerned about
how much they forget.

Students can slide academically from the end
of the school year to the start in the fall if they
have no academic stimulation, according to
information from Laramie County School
District 1.

“We see significant summer learning loss from
spring to fall MAP (Measures of Academic
Performance) scores,” Principal Matt Schlagel
said. “We spend the first five weeks catching
back up.”

Schlagel recently transferred to Cheyenne’s
Afflerbach Elementary from Cheyenne’s Cole
Elementary.

At Cole, he oversaw a program that brought
students back to school early to help them
return to the academic routine without having to
spend additional class time catching up.

“We’re not doing anything like that at Afflerbach,” he said. “That’s an ultimate goal, to run
your own summer learning program.”

The district also has seen reports on a wider level that show the same academic slide from
the end of the school year to the start of the next year, assistant director of instruction Brent
Young said.

In 2009, a state report compared students who had taken part in summer school and those
who hadn’t, he said.

“The dip was much more prevalent than if they’d been attending some kind of summer
learning program,” he said.

The district is still seeing evidence of summer learning loss, math curriculum coordinator
Kristin Cavallier said.

“We see it every year, with nearly every single kid,” she said. “We look at MAP scores, (and)
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there’s almost always a drop.”

But there can be several ways to help students keep from starting to slip, district officials
said.

At Afflerbach, teachers are asking students to read every day of their break, Schlagel said.

“The biggest thing is just to make sure that kids are reading 30 minutes every day,” he said.

The school also has grade-level teams putting together activity packets and suggesting
books and educational websites that students can use during the summer, he added.

There also are ways to work math into summer vacation, Cavallier said.

These could be activities like helping with the measuring in cooking, or laying out a garden
and figuring out how much soil is needed, she said.

There also are free online programs available, like TenMarks, she said.

“It’s summer (and) it’s nice to have a break,” she said. “You don’t have to do math all
summer, but an hour or so a week.”

The Wyoming Department of Education is offering the summer math challenge to help keep
students’ skills strong.

The program is for students in second through fifth grades. The challenge runs from June
23 through Aug. 1, according to Education Department information.

They’re also highlighting a reading tool that helps suggest books at the proper reading level
for students. That program is Find a Book, Wyoming.

For parents who have students starting school, there also are some options to help make
sure students are prepared, district pre-kindergarten teacher Beth Lapoujade said.

Options might include playing rhyming games or “I Spy” with colors or letter sounds, she
said.

“Make sure you’re reading to them,” she added.
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